Issue 34:2 contains 5 manuscripts, including 2 original studies covering the topics of oral squamous cell carcinoma histopathology and apical dye leakage tests comparing 2 of today's most popular sealers, a very interesting case report on oral cryptococcosis, a "Veterinary Dentist at Work" manuscript that features an innovative method of dealing with gingival recession of the maxillary fourth premolar tooth, and an important "Step-by-
Step" manuscript that shows various approaches for regional nerve blocks in horses. You will notice, as we inch closer to a consistent Journal of Veterinary Dentistry (JOVD) release date (March, June, September, and December), there will be more manuscripts per issue than you've seen in this issue and the last. This increase in manuscripts per issue will be important due to the outpouring of electronic submissions that we've had in 2016 and 2017. As of mid-May, we've already had 21 JOVD submissions in 2017. If submissions continue at this rate, we will see a record number of submissions this year. We look forward to providing more manuscripts per issue in the coming issues. This will result in more educational information per issue and decreased time until publication for our authors.
Speaking of manuscript submissions, there's no worse feeling for an author (and for an editor!) than to have a manuscript rejected solely on the basis of unsatisfactory images. There are some "tweaks" we can implement using photo optimization software, but this software has limitations if the original photo is poor. If a manuscript is new and innovative, there is more leeway for use of a suboptimal photo. An exception rather than the rule, you may see a blurry photo in the JOVD if the educational message is still conveyed. However, if the manuscript describes something that has been well-documented in the other literature outlets, this makes it so much more important to have good photos that may provide a unique perspective and may push those educational, if not groundbreaking, manuscripts into the "accepted" pile, making the reviewers want to publish it.
My residency mentors taught me the importance of taking pictures. As a resident, I learned to not only take intraoperative photos of the rare cases, but of all cases. Take enough preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative photos that will allow you to tell a story if you need to. Take a preoperative photo of the patient's medical record to more easily keep track of patient photos. Take a preoperative photo of the patient's face, which may be helpful from both a scientific and practice building standpoint. Take multiple permutations of intraoral photos with the macro setting of your camera (newer cell phone cameras are also amazing), with the flash on and off, and with variations of the overhead lighting. Finally, take postoperative photos at reexaminations whenever possible to keep track of outcomes. Give yourself some pictorial options to choose from when it comes time to put the manuscript together.
The most important reason for taking pictures has nothing to do with fulfilling residency requirements. Photos are an unparalleled learning tool. I recently spoke with a colleague who asked my opinion about a case and she sent me photos to clarify her questions. I was impressed with the quality of the photos, which she put together in a well-organized document. That stimulated a discussion about the importance of pictures in everyday practice to allow us to become better at our craft.
When I have a procedure on the schedule that is an infrequently performed procedure, I will review photos from a similar previous procedure and review outcomes to see if there is anything I might want to change next time. Sometimes, cases that you suspect at the onset to be "routine" turn out to be very interesting and worthy of publication. There is no such thing as a routine case.
Check out our podcast, called "Veterinary Dentistry Matters," at the bottom of the homepage at http://journals.sagepub.com/home/jov. The most recent podcast was an interview with Dr Colin Harvey. Look for our new lecture track at the Veterinary Dental Forum (VDF) called "JOVD in the Clinics." This lecture track will consist of hand-picked lecturers discussing some of the most downloaded JOVD manuscripts who will provide further information behind their studies. I will also present the JOVD editors' report with a question and answer session (open to anyone interested) at 1:30 PM on Sunday, September 17, 2017. Looking forward to seeing you at the VDF in Nashville. Bring your camera!
